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them; they were now interned because they
were still German subjects and their presence
might offend Hitler. They had once been
suspected of Nazi sympathies; they had now
become a liability because they were anti-
Nazis.
And German control commissions includ-
ing SS-men and Gestapo officials visited the
internment camps, and German political
refugees, especially non-Jews, were closely
questioned about their antecedents, and why
they were there, and whether they wanted
to return to Germany, and if not, for what
reason. Some were obviously marked down
for later extradition.
German control, indeed. All the time the
grip of the Nazis upon unoccupied France
tightened. The armistice gave them the
right to send commissions to inspect the
carrying out of various provisions: de-
mobilisation of the French army, storing and
dismantling of aircraft, handing over of army
stocks, liberation of German prisoners of war,
and the like. In a little town a baker told
me how on calling at the French intendance
(military supply office) he met two gentlemen
in mufti who spoke perfect French and seemed
very well informed about his army contracts;
indeed, they asked to be shown his flour